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□ Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. 



□ See patent fhmily annex. 



* Special categories of cited documents: 

"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not considered 
to be of particular relevance 

**E" earlier application or patent but published on or after the international "X" 
filing date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 

cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other <<y" 
special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or otlier means 
"F* document published prior to the international filing date but later than 
the priority date claimed 



later document published after the international filing date or priority 
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand 
the principle or theory underlying the invention 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination 
being obvious to a person skilled in the art 
document member of the same patent family 
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Box No. I Nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence(s) (Continuation of iteml.b of the first sheet) 



1. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, the international search was carried out on the basis of: 

a type of material 

I ^ I a sequence listing 

table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

in written format 

in computer readable form 

c. time of filing^fumishing 

contained in the international application as filed 

El 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form 
&mished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search ' 

2. I x| In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been filed 

or fiimished, the required statements tiiat the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the 
application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 

3. Additional comments: 
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This international search report has not been established In respect of certain claims under Article i7(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



[H] Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6-4(a). 



Box No. m Observations where unity of invention is iacidng (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions ui this international application, as follows: 
(See extra sheet.) 



As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this mtemational search report covers all searchable 
claims. 

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of 
any additional fee. 

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest Q ^he additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant*s protest. 

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Claims 1, 3, 6 to 8^ 14, 16 and 18 relate to a method of producing 
hyaluronic acid by transforming a plant cell vyith the use of a vector 
containing a DNA encoding hyaluronate synthase and then growing the plant 
cell; claims 2, 4 to 5, 9 to 13r 15, 17 and 19 relate to a method of 
producing hyaluronic acid by transforming a plant with the use of a vector 
containing a DNA encoding hyaluronate synthase and then growing the plant; 
and claim 20 relates to hyaluronic acid. 

As the results of the search, however, it is found out that "a method 
of producing hyaluronic acid by transforming a host with the use of a 
vector containing a DNA encoding hyaluronate synthase and then growing 
the host" is not novel because of having been reported in document 'JP 
2001-521741 A (THE BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA) 13 
November, 2001 (13.11.01), Claims 39 to 41*. 

As a result, ^''a method of producing hyaluronic acid by transforming 
a host with the use of a vector containing a DNA encoding hyaluronate 
synthase and then growing the host'' falls within the category of prior 
art and, therefore, the above common matter cannot be referred to as 
a special technical feature in the meaning within the second sentence 
of PCT Rule 13.2. 

Thus, there is no matter common to all claims. 

Since there is no other common matter seemingly being a special 
technical feature in the meaning within the second sentence of PCT Rule 
13.2, no technical relevancy in the meaning within PCT Rule 13 can be 
found out among these groups of inventions differing from each other. 

Such being the case, it is obvious that claims 1 to 20 do not comply 
with the requirement of unity of invention. 
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